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Our first week back after half term has flown by! It has been wonderful to catch-up with
the children this week and find out all about their adventures last week. It seems that they
all made the most of their week off and thoroughly enjoyed the sunshine. @ We have
been really impressed by the way that our school community has settled quickly back into
school life, showing positive learning behaviours. Our school average behaviour continues
to be 99% positive behaviour at the end of this week, which remains above our target
97%.

In assembly this week, we have been
reflecting on our curriculum drivers:
spirituality, possibilities and resilience.
These three curriculum drivers shape our
curriculum, bring about the aims and values
of our school, to respond to the particular
needs of our community. Our drivers are
designed to ensure that our children are
personally successful, independent thinkers
ready for their journey of lifelong learning.
Life is not a straight line, therefore we want
our pupils to be prepared to overcome their
challenges and embrace new opportunities.

To value their own self-worth, empathise with
others and make a positive contribution to our
community.

To have high aspirations for their future and
know all of the available opportunities open
to them.

To have the courage to bounce back from
failure or challenges and grow as an individual.

We have focused specifically on what ‘resilience’ means this week, and why it is important
to our children. We know that we all come across challenges and hurdles or face failures
along the way. As an adult, | know that this is certainly the case. However, what we want
our children to do is to develop resilience and bounce back from adversity.

We have explored different strategies children §
can do to help them bounce back. This includes THE GAZING PRINCIPLE

. . . RECOGNISE ACCEPT CHOOSE
helping them to recognise the things that they

can’t control, accepting the things that they can CIN
. . . SKILL DEVELOPMENT
influence, and choosing the strategies to deal °°"l'“°‘
with things they can control, so that they
REFLECT CHECK TRAIN

deliberately choose what to focus their energy
and attention on.

As | have mentioned previously in my newsletters, Mrs Davies and Mrs Panagi are
currently completing a coaching course on Gazing’s ‘Red2Blue’ programme, which is about
promoting positive wellbeing by adopting a growth mindset. This week, our new coaches
have completed their course and have begun the process of implementing the strategy

throughout our school. This will involve training the staff and then training a select group of pupil wellbeing ambassadors,
who will help to roll out the programme with our whole school community. More information will be released over the
next few weeks, including the dates of some parent workshops that you can attend to find out more. Watch this space!

SET Surveys
At The Meadows, the voice of the community is always important to us. This is reflected in

our school motto, “Learning by caring and sharing”, which is something we are passionate WE WANT
about. We are a reflective community, always striving to be the best we can be. R

Throughout the year, we make regular opportunities to listen to and reflect on the voice of
our community. We do this through many ways, including:
e Using regular pupil voice when monitoring our curriculum provision.

FEEDBACK |




e Having an open-door policy, where you can speak to a member of staff whenever you need to. We are always
here to help.

e Encouraging the use of the class email addresses, so that you can get in touch with your child’s teacher if you
have a worry, concern or you want to celebrate your child’s achievement.

e Taking the voice of parents, pupils and staff when completing events such as our ‘Seeing is Believing’ sessions.

e Through the use of termly online surveys.

e Pupil leaders help to reflect the voice of the children when meeting with staff or visitors.

It is that time of year again where we ask you to complete the Shaw Education Trust’s parental survey. The staff and
pupils will also have their opportunity to share their voice in school by completing individual surveys.

The results of the surveys will then be analysed and reflected upon, so that we can celebrate our successes and recognise
ways we can continue to improve. We really value your voice! Please click on the link below before the deadline of
Friday 16" June.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Parentsurveyterm32023

PE Changes Next Week
Due to CI3’s ‘Seeing is Believing’ session on Thursday, there will be a few changes to PE next week only for CI2 and CI3:
e Class 2 will have PE only on Thursday afternoon only. They should come dressed in their PE kit please. It will be a
double PE session using Madeley School’s fantastic sports centre and equipment.
e Class 3 will have PE on Wednesday and Friday next week only. They should come dressed appropriately.

Building Updates
Over the past term, myself and my colleagues (including those from the Estates team at the trust) have been working
hard to see how we can continue to improve our school building to make it more energy efficient, to enhance the
learning environment and to make the school an inviting place to be. During the Summer holidays, there will be lots of
improvements being made to the building, including all of the internal fire doors will be replaced, we will have a new
door onto the main playground and all of the lighting and ceilings will be replaced in the corridors. | am currently
working hard to procure funding to get all of our classrooms on the main site redecorated too. This will be phase one of
our plans to improve the school building.

In addition, | am exploring the cost of making enhancements to the outdoor learning
environments too, including replacing the trim trail and painting the fences. As you can
imagine, for all schools nationally, budgets are incredibly tight, and our small school is no

different! If you have any suggests for potential fundraising activities that could help us to

fund improvements, please do get in touch with the school office. It would be much I RIVIA
appreciated. @ NIGHT @
Fundraising

Don’t forget that next Thursday we will be holding our Quiz Night to raise much needed Thursday g:}'cid "
funds for the school. At the moment, numbers are looking disappointingly low. Mrs 15t June £2.00 per child

Teamsof 3-8

Cooper has been working hard to arrange this event, which promises to be great fun and
the staff are looking forward to it — we get rather competitive, and Mrs Cooper won’t
show us the questions, they are top secret! If you would like to attend but are Top prizes to be won!
struggling to make up a team don’t worry — get in touch with the school and we will help
you create or join a team. To book, please get in touch with the school office — we hope to

6.30pm-8.30pm

Money to be handed in at the office

see you next Thursday. Friends and family members welcome!

Competitions
Over the past few weeks, pupils in KS2 have had the opportunity to

represent the school in different sporting events. Children from CI3
participated in a cross-country tournament against 12 other schools and
performed brilliantly. Our top position was 8" place in a race of over 100
pupils! The children who competed were excellent sports, encouraging one
another.

This week, a group of children from Cl4 represented our school in a Kwik
Cricket tournament. The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and we
came 3™ overall. | have received many compliments again about our



https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Parentsurveyterm32023

children’s exemplary behaviour. Well done children being such great role models and making such a positive contribution
to our school community.

Class Updates
Here are a few updates about some of the exciting learning that has been taking place over the past few week in school:

Foxes and Badgers have loved visiting The Meadows airport using their passports to
travel around the world, including to Greece. They have had so much fun and shown
great imagination. The Badgers also enjoyed a visit from Mrs Farrand, who will be
their teacher next year. She loved getting to know them more during their Phonics
lesson.

The Kingfishers have been exploring seed germination in Science and the best
conditions for this to occur. We have so many super scientists of the future, and
they are enjoying growing plants in their beds on their own playground.

The Owils class have enjoyed visiting Madeley School for their PE lessons this week. They
enjoyed revisiting their prior knowledge and skills of gymnastics, applying them when
creating sequences. Well done.

The Hawks have had their first Tween Safe session this week, where they explored how to
stay safe online. They discussed the purpose of age restrictions on games and apps, like social
media. They thought about how age restrictions are there because they indicate the nature
of the content that is appropriate for people that age. If a child uses an app that is above their age range, they can not
only encounter inappropriate adult content, they also often must input a false age to create an account. Below is a useful
guide for parents from National Online Safety about age restrictions.

School Life

To find out more about life at The Meadows, please follow us on Twitter @primary_meadows. This is a great way to
find out what your children have been learning and for us to signpost events coming up. You can help us to raise the
profile of our school in the local community too by liking and sharing our tweets.

Have a lovely weekend,
All the best,
Mrs Kuffour

Personal Possessions

I would like to remind all our school community of the following:
The storage of any personal property or possessions or, where pupils bring in personal property or possessions onto the school premises it is at the pupil’s and parent’s
own risk and the school will not be liable for any loss or damage to personal property or possessions.

)y Shaw

N Eclucation

The Shaw Education Trust Limited is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England (no 09067175)
Registered address: Shaw Education Trust, The Lodge, Wolstanton High School, Milehouse Lane, Wolstanton, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffordshire, ST5 9JU
The details of our academies registered as business names can be found at www.shaw-education.org.uk
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AtNational Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and educators with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online
safety with their children, should they feelitis needed. Please visit nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, ghints and tips for adults.
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level of ability required to physically play a
game, it indicates the suitability of content for
that age group. 3, 7,12, 16 and 18 are the labels
that can be awarded to games and a variety
of content descriptors such as violence, bad
language and fear are used to further clarify
why the label was assigned. j
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Do your research

Ifyou’ve noticed a new game that your child has downloaded then use
quality resources to make sure thatyour knowledge is up to date. Online
websites, such as National Online Safety, can provide you with the

information youneed.
( Review parental controls
Review your parental controls on the stores where you buy games from.

Most sites allow parents to set passwords to blockgames with certain
age restrictions from being downloaded. i

Encourage open dialogue

Encourage open dialogue with your child. You don’t want to be in position

where they won'ttalk to youif something has made them feel
h uncomfortable in a game because they are worried they will getin
&/ Discuss ratings

trouble for playing the gamein the first place.
Talk to your child aboutwhy the game has been awarded a certain label.
Debate the positives and negatives of playing agame and decide on

Spot the Signs

Be aware of children being vague around the

content of what they want to play. If they are
unwilling to supply you with information about what
the game is about, this can be an indicator that you
\ wouldn't allow them to purchase it if you knew. /

Unofficial sites . e

There are plenty of indie games that can be bought
using online stores that don’t necessarily have age
restrictions. If you notice Kour child using sites such
as GOG oritch.io rather than official channels such
as the Google Play Store, they might be accessing
games that aren‘t officially rated but still aren’t age

appropriate. )

Unfamiliar terminology

Your child might start using phrases or terminology
that is new to them or mimicking actions that they
have leamntfrom a game without realising their

inappropriateness.
Wanting to be secluded
-
Be aware if suddenly your child wants the move the
device that they ﬁlay theirgames oninto a more
tl

secluded area of the house away from adults. Itis a
good idea for your child to play online gamesin

shared area where you can see the screen.
Be aware of spending
Setting up accounts with online stores require bank
account details. Keeping an eye on your bank
balance means that you will be able to tell if there
has been a new purchase and can provide you with

an opportunity to ask about what new game
they’ve purchased. )

£ )

Our Expert

Heather Cardwell

Heather Cardwellis a practising Online
Safety Lead and senior school leader who is
passionate about safeguarding onlineand
educating children around online risks. She
has over 10+years as a Computing Lead
and has successfully developed and
implemented a whole school approach to
online safety in schools, delivering online
safety training to both school staff and
parents and helping to roll-outa bespoke
online safety policy across her local
network of education settings.

some ground rules together. )

\. J

Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety

www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter- @natonlinesafety Facebook-/NationalOnlineSafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.07.2020




