
 

 
 

This week has been another busy week at The Meadows. It has been 
wonderful to catch up with the children and hear all about the fun 
they had during half term. We have been so impressed with the way 
they have settled down to their learning again and shown our ‘Secrets 
of Success’ including concentrating and working hard.  

 
Yesterday, we celebrated World Book Day 
across the school. This was a wonderful 
opportunity for us to continue to promote 
our Reading for Pleasure culture. We celebrated our favourite 
books and had the opportunity to explore some unfamiliar books 
too. Class 4 focused on the book ‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker. This 
wonderful picture book with no words enabling the children to be 
imaginative. As readers, they were 
inferring meaning about the characters 
and the events that were occurring. As 

artists, they created their own imaginary setting linked to the text, 
which they have used as a stimulus for a piece of fantasy and 
adventure writing today. They demonstrated such wonderful 
imaginations! 
 
In Class 3, the pupils’ learning focused on the ‘Spiderwick 

Chronicles’ series, which the children adore. They had the opportunity to create their own 
theatre, applying their D&T skills using leavers and sliders, so that they could retell the story. 
They did this with such confidence and worked brilliantly in pairs.  
 
In Class 2, The children were excited to read the text ‘I want my hat back!’ by Jon Klassen. As 
readers, they decoded the text and rehearsed reading part with expression. They then performed the whole story as a 
class, showing amazing drama skills. In English, they wrote their own missing posters and used some lovely language to 

describe the bear’s hat. In the afternoon, they designed their own hat for bear. Great 
imagination children.  
 
A huge congratulations to all of the children that entered our World Book Day competition. 
The entries were fantastic and it was exceptionally difficult to decide on the winners. All who 
entered received 10 imagine dojos. The winners will be announced on Monday 7th March.  
 

 
Fond Farewells  
Today, the children said farewell to one of our lunchtime supervisors, Miss 
Mycock, as she will be commencing her maternity leave. We are so excited for 
her and her family and can’t wait to meet the new addition when they arrive 
soon. The children presented her with flowers and a card to thank her for 
helping them at lunchtime and to wish her luck for the new arrival. We will miss 
her at school but look forward to seeing her on the playground when she is 
collecting her other children at The Meadows.  
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Water Aid Fundraising 
At The Meadows, we positively promote pupils making an active contribution to the 
life of our school community. One example of this is that on the Tuesday 22nd March 
we will be holding a fundraiser for Oxfam’s ‘World Water Day’. The idea for this 
evident has come about because one of our pupils, Henry, was inspired by work done 
in class on the role of charities and the positive contribution they make to society. 
Henry has researched and generated his own ideas about how we can raise money for 
this worthwhile cause.  He has shared them with the school in an assembly, which he 
led.  
 

One of the reasons that this charity has been selected is because whilst many of us take clean water as a given right, 
there are still 2.2 billion people worldwide do not have access to clean water at home. Here is a comment from Henry 
about the event. Did you know: 

 
1. Every day more than 800 children under the age of 5 die of diarrhea because of dirty water.  
2. 2.3 billion people do not have access to facilities like toilets.  
3. Some people have to walk miles to find clean water and carry heavy containers on their heads – they can’t just 

turn on a tap like we can!  
 

The money raised can be used the following ways: 
• Water testing kits – local people can check whether water is safe or contaminated. 
• Water tanks – these can be provided flat pack and made in poor countries to store 

safe water 
• Toilets – clean toilets are provided so germs do not spread 
• Wells – these can be dug underground to access clean water 

 
One way that Henry will be raising money is by a sponsored swim; he will be swimming 2,000 metres to help raise 
money. We will also be asking pupils to come into school in an item of blue clothing, with a one-pound donation. Henry 
will be running a stall selling homemade underwater themed bookmarks, decorated pebbles. We will also be holding a 
cake sale and running games such as guess the name of the soft toy and ‘Where is Nemo hiding?’ More information will 
be sent out on Parentmail nearer to the date.  
 
Safeguarding Audit 
Today, we have welcomed Brian Duffy, who oversees safeguarding for all schools in the Shaw Education Trust family. He 
came to complete an audit, exploring our safeguarding culture. It was such an informative day and was an important part 
of our continual reflection upon our provision. He thoroughly enjoyed visiting The Meadows, meeting with the fantastic 
children and staff and the process was incredibly positive. During the audit, Mr Duffy met with leaders, spoke to teachers, 
completed learning walks of lessons, went onto the playground at break and lunchtime and most importantly, spoke to 
the pupils. He praised the school’s strong culture for safeguarding, which is reflected in our clear curriculum and mirrored 
in the pupils’ voice.  
 
Part of the audit involved speaking to a group of pupils from different year groups to hear their voice about school life. 
Mr Duffy stated that all pupils feel that have positive relationships with one another and with staff, noting that they feel 
respected and valued.  Pupils feels safe and that staff really look after them. This was incredibly touching to hear. Also, 
pupils were able to articulate clearly what being safe meant and how they can keep themselves safe for example how 
they use the Internet Legends to keep them safe online or how they find a trusted adult to support them. 
 
Mr Duffy praised our curriculum, stating that it reflects the needs of our pupils and our local context. One is example is 
the way we use Zumos to promote positive wellbeing, including the use of the electronic worry box or the daily scaling of 
pupils’ emotions at school so staff can immediately identify those pupils that need emotional support and reassurance.  
 
One action that was raised for the school was that not all pupils have a clear idea of what bullying is. Whilst they all 
recognised that it happens several times on purpose, not all pupils stated that bullying involved an imbalance of power, 
where a stronger character tried to dominate someone they feel is weaker. Instead some children confused the idea that 
when people fall repeatedly or don’t get on, this was bullying.  
 
We will continue to work with pupils on recognising the difference between falling out/ not getting on and bullying, 
involving a power imbalance.  
 



Promoting British Values  

To help our children develop as global citizens, each week we have an assembly which 
explores events in the news and promotes British Values. This week, we have focused on 
‘Democracy’, exploring the question: Whose responsibility is it to help endangered animals? 

In order to explore this question, we looked at how Australia has announced that koalas are 
now listed as an endangered species across most of its east coast, after a huge drop in numbers. The country’s 
environment minister, Sussan Ley, said that koalas, which had been listed as vulnerable, would now be listed as 
endangered in the states of New South Wales, Queensland and the Australian Capital Territory. Scientists have been 
warning for many years that the native marsupial’s habitats were being hit by drought, bushfires, and land development.  

Please take the opportunity to discuss this at home with your child, and feel free to share any interesting conversations 
that you have with your children via our class email address. We would love to hear from you!  
 
Shrove Tuesday 

This week, pupils across the school have explored the 
significance of lent for Christians. They have looked at the 
religious beliefs behind the celebration and explored the 
significance of Shrove Tuesday. We were so impressed with the 
respect they paid to the beliefs of others, which is one of the 
characteristics of a British citizen and one of our British values.  
 
As a treat, we also enjoyed munching on some delicious 
pancakes too. Yummy!  

 
 Vacancy – Academy Council  
We still have a vacancy for a new Academy Councillor on our school’s local governing body.  This 
role is exceptionally rewarding: our fantastic team of councillors make such an important 
contribution to the life and work of our school. They are committed to ensuring that we continue to 
provide our pupils with the very best learning experience to thrive. 
 
If you feel that you could use your skills to contribute positively to the life of our school in this way, 
please contact the office. We would love to hear from you! 
 
Vacancy – Lunchtime Supervisor 
In addition, we still have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor. If you are available to work an hour a day and would love 
to join our wonderful school community, please do get in touch with the office directly.  We have a great team here at 
The Meadows, and our pupils are a real joy to work with.  
 

A few of our recent Twitter highlights: 
 

 



 
 
If you are not yet a follower of our Twitter account, I urge you to do so. It is a great way of keeping informed 
and seeing snapshots of learning and activities in school. Our two accounts are: 

@primary_meadows 

@TheMeadows_EYFS 

 
Have a lovely weekend. 

All the best, 
 

Mrs Kuffour 

Personal Possessions 

I would like to remind all our school community of the following: 
The storage of any personal property or possessions or, where pupils bring in personal property or possessions onto the school premises it is at the pupil’s and parent’s 
own risk and the school will not be liable for any loss or damage to personal property or possessions.  
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