
 

 
 

This week, across the school, we have been celebrating 
Nation Science week. The theme has been ‘growth’. As 
scientists, Class 2 have been exploring human growth. They 
enjoyed following their own lines of investigation about how 
much children grow, in particular their height, hand span and 
their head circumference. One group wanted to investigate 
the difference between their own head circumference, and 
that of children of different ages across the school, including 
pupils in Y5/6. They made predictions and carried out their 
own comparative tests. Well done children. 
 

In Y3/4, pupils were exploring the growth in space exploration. They were investigating 
planets, such as Mars, and discussing whether it would be a suitable environment for 
humans to live. The decided that it would require a lot of evolution on our part. 
 
In Y5/6, the children have been exploring the impact that human growth has had upon 
animals and plant life, particularly in the Amazon rainforest. They have hooked on to 
learning they have completed as Geographers, exploring deforestation in the Amazon, and 
have used secondary sources to research animals that are now classed as critically 
endangered due to the destruction of their habitat.  
 
Throughout the school, the children have demonstrated that they have been able to ask 
Scientific questions about the world which they live and follow lines of enquiry. They have 
also shown a great understand of the importance of protecting our world – one 
characteristic of being a global citizen.  
 

The children in our EYFS provision have had an exciting week also. Here are some updates on their learning from Mrs 
Davies and Miss Crooks: 
 
 “This week, in Reception, we have been learning to recognise graphemes 'ai' and 'ee'. We have been 
blending to read words and sentences containing these sounds. We have also practised segmenting 
to spell words containing these sounds and have written words, captions, and sentences.  Our 
reading has been lots of fun too and we have been using our reading dogs to read and show 

understanding of our class text Gran's grin. In maths this week we have been 
subtracting and represented using ten frames and part whole models. We have 
had a great Spring term and this half term have been focusing on Spring, new 
life, and metamorphism. We have listened to lots of stories, each planted a bean and sequenced the 
life cycle of a caterpillar. Next week we will be learning about farm animals and their babies. Early 
Years will be collaborating with Madeley High School and will have the exciting opportunity to work 
with a group of pupils and attend an animal handling session! We also had a visit from Miss Fowler 
who is a dental nurse to talk to us about how to keep our teeth healthy. She gave us a fun pack with 
toothpaste, a toothbrush and activities to take home.” Mrs Davies 
 

“This week in Nursery we have been continuing to learn about Spring, the children have planted 
their own beans and been observing them each day. We discussed what plants need to help them 
grow and the lifecycle of a bean, collaboratively we made a poster to show our learning. We can't 
wait to see whose bean grows the tallest. We have also discussed butterfly lifecycles and loved 
listening to The Very Hungry Caterpillar with Reception.  

Forthcoming dates 
 

Tues 22nd 
March  

Water Aid 
Fundraising 
day at school 

Mon 28th 
March 

Class 2 
Parents’ 
Consultation  

Fri 8th 
April 

End of term 

Mon 25th 
April  

INSET 

Tue 26th 
April  

Start of the 
Summer term 

Mon 9th 
May – 
Thurs 
12th May 

Y6 SATs 

Tue 17th 
May 

School Photos 
(Groups) 

Mon 6th 
June 

Cl4 Standon 
Bowers 

Wed 13th 
July 

Cl4’s End of 
Year 
Performance 
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In Maths we have been doing about 2D shapes, we have listened to a song about shapes, 
and discussed how many sides they have. In Phonics we have been learning about rhyming 
words, we have played lots of games on the whiteboard and the children are getting really 
good at it.” Miss Crooks 
 
As Mrs Davies has commented, our children in EYFS are looking forward to their trip over to 
the high school, where they will join some of the older pupils in an animal handling session 
on Wednesday 30th March. More information will be sent out about this on Parentmail. A 
huge thank you to Ms Boustead from Madeley High School for organising this. She is a 

wonderful asset to our Academy Council and we are so fortunate to be able to collaborate with the high school, who 
have been incredibly supportive of the development of our new provision.  
 
Internet Legends – Brave 
At The Meadows, we recognise the vast benefits to being online. However, we also want to help our children stay safe 
online and we actively encourage them to use the Internet Legend characteristics. We want them to be: 

 
One of the aspects we have been working on recently is being brave when online. In order to be fully equipped to deal 
with the online world, we want our children to speak up when they see something that worries or concerns them. Some 
children have explored this in their class assembly today, where they have discussed the importance of talking to a 
trusted adult and discussing their concerns or doubts. We will continue to promote this over the coming weeks across the 
school.  
 
At home, please keep reminding your child that they can talk to you about anything they see, or experience, online 
because you are there to help them. Some common questions or topics you could discuss are: 

• They’ve shared their password with a friend and now suspect that their account may have been compromised. 
What should they do? 

• They’re unsure whether something is a scam, or suspect they might have fallen for a phishing attack. What steps 
should they follow to make sure they’re safe? 

• Someone has tried to discuss something with them that makes them uncomfortable. How should they respond? 
• They’ve received suspicious messages from a stranger. What should they do? 
• They’ve seen something that upsets them online. How should they react? 
• They are concerned that they may have shared something online that they should not have. 
• Someone has been mean to them online and they’re unsure of what to do. 
• A friend is being bullied online and they don’t know what they can do to help. 
• They think their friends are behaving inappropriately online and they want to discuss acts of kindness and 

unkindness. 
 
Global Citizenship 
I know many of you will share my concern for the people suffering in the Ukraine at the moment. News of the conflict is 
hard to avoid – it is everywhere on social media. Children across the country are increasingly aware and concerned – 
some even family members directly impacted, and this is understandably very worrying for them. In the media, we hear 
of the many refugees fleeing the country because they are not safe. Unfortunately, they are not alone in becoming 
refugees due to war, natural disaster or terrorism which means it is dangerous for many people to stay in their home 
countries.  



 
From my recent communications, I informed you that this week we have explored the book 'Children 
in our World: Refugees and Migrants' by Ceri Roberts and Hanane Kai. Together we have discussed 
who refugees are and why some people have to leave their homes.  
 
The pupils at The Meadows are always so reflective and thoughtful - this was evidence during our 
assembly, where they showed great respect and concern for others suffering across the world. We are 
very proud of how caring our pupils are – towards each other, towards members of staff, towards our 
local community and wider afield. This is always commented on by people who visit us. They really do embody our school 
motto, ‘Learning by caring and sharing’.  We hope they continue to share this attitude are they grow into adults.  

 
Water Aid Fundraising 
As mentioned on our last newsletter (4th March), next Tuesday 22nd March we will be 
holding a fundraiser for Oxfam’s ‘World Water Day’. The idea for this event has come about 
because one of our pupils, Henry, was inspired by work done in class on the role of charities 
and the positive contribution they make to society. One of the reasons that this charity has 

been selected is because whilst many of us take clean water as a given right, there are still 2.2 billion people worldwide 
do not have access to clean water at home. 
 
On Tuesday, we would like all children to come into school in an item of blue clothing, with a one-pound donation. Other 
fundraising activities being held on the day are: 

• Cake staff (after school) 

• Stall selling homemade water themed bookmarks and decorated pebbles 

• Guess the name of the teddy 

• ‘Where is Nemo hiding?’ game 
 
Henry will also be raising money is by a sponsored swim of 2,000m. If you would like to sponsor him, he will be bringing 
his sponsorship form onto the playground at the start of each day next week. He would greatly appreciate your support.   
 
A huge congratulations to Henry and his family, in advance, for all of his hard work organising this event. He really has 
shown such passion for raising money for such a worthwhile cause.  
 
Pupil Voice at The Meadows 
Pupil voice is incredibly important to us at The Meadows. We value the children’s opinions of our 
school – they give us their honest reflection about life at school and we use this to drive our 
improvements. We always actively encourage visitors of our school to talk to our pupils because 
it is an excellent way to find all about our school. One example of pupil voice can be seen in our 
Ambassador Ellenor’s recent blog about the safeguarding audit we have by The Shaw Education 
Trust. It can be found here: https://www.meadowsprimary.co.uk/blog/safeguarding-visit-ellenor-
ambassador  
 
Promoting British Values  

To help our children develop as global citizens, each week we have an assembly which explores 
events in the news and promotes British Values. Next week, we have focusing on ‘Tolerance’, exploring the question: Is 
there still a place for letters in the world today? 

In order to explore this question, we will be discussing how the price of 1st and 2nd class stamps will be increasing. Royal 
Mail have explained this is because less people are sending letters and its running costs have increased.  

Please take the opportunity to discuss this at home with your child, and feel 
free to share any interesting conversations that you have with your children 
via our class email address. We would love to hear from you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.meadowsprimary.co.uk/blog/safeguarding-visit-ellenor-ambassador
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A few of our recent Twitter highlights: 

 

 
 
If you are not yet a follower of our Twitter account, I urge you to do so. It is a great way of keeping informed 
and seeing snapshots of learning and activities in school. Our two accounts are: 

@primary_meadows 

@TheMeadows_EYFS 

Please help us to promote our wonderful school in our local community too by: following our accounts, liking 
our posts and sharing them further afield. 

 
Have a lovely weekend. 

All the best, 
 

Mrs Kuffour 



 

Personal Possessions 

I would like to remind all our school community of the following: 
The storage of any personal property or possessions or, where pupils bring in personal property or possessions onto the school premises it is at the pupil’s and parent’s 
own risk and the school will not be liable for any loss or damage to personal property or possessions.  
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