The Meadows Primary School
SATs

Wk beginning 12th May 2014
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This is an important and unique year in your child’s education. We hope to provide a positive and successful year for each of your children. The following provides a brief guide of general information about Year 6 SATs. 
What are the SATs?

SATs stands for ‘Standard Assessment Tests.’ They are also now known as ‘End of Key Stage Assessments,’ or ‘Statutory Assessments.’
These tests are given at the end of each year to show progress. They help schools and teachers assess your children’s strengths and weaknesses and determine children’s attainment in English and Maths– on the day they do the test!

Children are assessed by these national tests at the ages of:

age 7 : Year 2,      age 11 : Year 6
What are children in Y6 tested on?

Year 6 children are tested in English and Maths. 

The format of the tests is as follows: 
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ENGLISH: 
There are 4 papers

1. Reading task: 1 hour 

2. Grammar and Punctuation test (new) 

3. Spellings Task: 15 minutes 
4. Writing task: 45 minutes (longer writing), 20 minutes (shorter writing)    

This is done as teacher assessment, rather than a statutory test, unlike the other papers.
[image: image3.png]



MATHS

There are 3 papers: 

1. Written Paper A (non-calculator): 45 minutes 

2. Written Paper B(non-calculator): 45 minutes 

3. Mental Maths written paper: 20 minutes 

Timetable

Mon 12th May 2014 – Reading test

Tue 13th May 2014 – English grammar, punctuation and spelling test

Wed 14th May 2014 – Mental maths test, Maths paper 1 test

Thurs 15th May 2014 – Maths paper 2 test

How can you help to prepare your child for their SATs?

· Encourage your child/children to work hard throughout the course of the year, completing their homework on time and to the best of their ability. Also, ensure that they read regularly, learn their spellings and use Mymaths as an aid to revision. 

· Ensure children are equipped with essential equipment at all times, i.e. pens, pencils, ruler, rubber, sharpener.

· Make sure pencil case is not too full of equipment.

· Encourage good attendance and punctuality-be on time in school.
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Encourage hard work, effort, and a positive attitude.

· Children should be used to bringing a bottle of water to lessons to ensure that they are well hydrated.

· Ensure a reasonable bedtime.

· Reinforce our behaviour expectations.

· Please note that it is especially important that holidays are not booked during this busy year.
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YOUR CHILD WILL NOT HAVE A CHANCE TO SIT SOME OF THESE TESTS AT A LATER DATE. 

Closer to the tests, you might:
· Encourage your child to be as relaxed and 
confident as possible.

· Reassure your child that it is natural to feel nervous. They must not, however, feel under pressure. Encourage your child to have confidence in themselves.

· Please remember that a child does not fail SATs, every child achieves a level. Encourage children to be confident about their ability to do well.

· Encourage hard work, effort, and a positive attitude. A short revision time could be set aside every day, so your child gets into the habit of working at that time every day as a normal routine.

· Study in a suitable environment - for some people this is a quiet place (TV off, minimal background noise & distractions). Do remember playtime is important so that your child stays
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relaxed and rested.

· Ensure a reasonable bedtime.

· Use revision guides or websites to aid revision. 
When will you receive their SAT’s result?
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You will be told your child’s results towards the end of the school year, accompanied with their teacher assessment – a copy of which will also be sent to the High School of your choice. 

What do test levels mean?

After completing the SATs, children are awarded a level. This is used as a method of comparing your child’s result against the national standards of achievement. The majority of children in Year 6 (11 year olds) are expected to achieve a Level 4. 

Please remember, however, that children vary greatly in their skills, aptitudes, rates of development and it is not at all unusual for pupils to achieve below or above expected levels. It is also quite common for children to score different levels in different subjects.
Useful revision websites

www.Mymaths.co.uk (Numeracy revision)

www.bbc.co.uk/education/revisewise/ (Literacy and Numeracy revision)

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/SATS.html (understanding the tests and reports)

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/revision/index.html (Literacy and Numeracy revision)
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