
 

 
  

Next week we welcome our new Reception class to The Meadows full time. The 
phased transition has really helped them develop a sense of belonging to the school 
gradually and enjoy afternoon sessions, which they would normally have had in July. 
They will join Key Stage 1 with their school day arrangements, arriving at 9:00am with 
a 3:15 collection.  
The staggered times are working well and I know from speaking to parents that you 
are certainly finding the parking easier. I do ask that you keep to the allocated times 
and ensure your waiting time on the playground is kept to an absolute minimum. It is 
important that parents continue to socially distance on the playground also. 
With the newly introduced measures of 6 per household, I also ask that you take this 
into consideration when making arrangements for children to mix outside of school. 
 
We are experiencing first-hand, parent frustrations regarding the delays in testing 
procedures which are causing entire households to isolate until the negative test can 
be confirmed. As per the government guidance, parents will only be informed about 

positive confirmed cases. Thankfully so far, we have not been in this situation. I know that there is a great deal 
of social media attention concerning cases in schools. In the event of a positive test being confirmed from 
either a child or a member of staff, the school will adhere strictly to the direction given by Public Health 
England. We will be instructed directly what measures to take concerning the closure of year groups. 
Communications will be as rapid and clear as possibly.  
 
The school is trying to provide parents with as much useful and factual information concerning Covid 
symptoms and the absence procedures that must be followed. There is a further information leaflet attached 
which we hope will be a point of reference. If you do inform us that your child is going to be absent, we must 
document the symptoms in detail. If you detail a high temperature or a continuous cough, then the Covid 
process of testing and household isolation must be complied with even if you ring and let us know a couple of 
days later that your child has recovered. There is a specific Covid section on the school website where you will 
find information and the school risk assessments. 
 
 

School Crossing Patrol 
We are really pleased that there is a temporary replacement now in place. It is such a busy road 
and junction. However, I continue to be very concerned about the number of families who do not 
use this service and choose to make a quick dash from the school car park instead. You will only 
have seconds to make it across! Please do make the most of the service, otherwise we will lose it. 
A few extra minutes to leave the school building through the designated pedestrian gate will 

keep you safe and ensure you set a good example of road safety to the children.  
 
 
Staffing News 
Some of you may be aware that Mrs Fowler has recently changed her name to Ms Bill, so we are all trying to 
get used to the change here in school. It’s going to take time and as ever the children will be far better at 
remembering than the adults.  
 
Morning Snacks 
For those children who bring a breaktime snack form home, rather than having toast from school, I would like 
to remind you that crisps and cereal bars comprising of chocolate are not allowed. These items need to be 
saved for a packed lunch. Crackers, fruit and cereal bars are amongst the ideal choice.  
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website regularly  
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Parent Appointments 
As you will be aware around late October/ November, we normally hold our pupil 
progress meetings with parents. Unfortunately, with the evolving situation and further 
restrictions concerning contact, we will be unable to hold these as face to face 
meetings. We will therefore hold virtual meetings via Microsoft Teams wherever 
possible. As a school we have become accustomed to meeting in this way and feel it provides the very best 
option in such challenging circumstances. We will send out dates and appointments later in the term, but I urge 
you all (If you haven’t already) to download this free app to your phone or other device. The school will send 
out the links to join the meeting, as these are arranged. Due to our limited use of devices in school and 
broadband capacity, these will be spaced across the course of a week.  
 
Unfortunately, the current restrictions concerning parent access to the school building remain in place. Contact 
to the school should be made through telephone or email. The class emails are the best way to contact the 
teacher directly, however, please be mindful that they have been advised not to access these emails outside of 
working hours or during teaching times. If it is an urgent matter, please do contact the office. We really do 
appreciate how supportive you have been in adjusting to the new way of doing things. 
 
Online Safety 
 
This is a useful resource for parents, reminding them of 
how their role as parents, is crucial in keeping their 
child safe online.  
 
Twitter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A reminder that the school has a very active Twitter 
account. We post regularly each week snapshots of 
learning and signpost to useful resources. Please do 
follow us @primary_meadows 

 
 
Data Collection 
Next week we will be sending out data collection forms to ensure our records are up to date. It is essential that 
at least two contact numbers are provided for each child. The numbers provided must be able to receive calls 
during the working day. This is a statutory safeguarding requirement. 
 
In addition, the photo consent form will also be sent home for you to complete. We do need to do this annually 
so you will need to reconfirm permissions. Please do consider carefully the implications if you choose for your 
child’s image not to be used on the website or our Twitter page. It will mean your child will be asked to stand 
aside from staged shots and children often find this confusing.  
 
In our Newsletters I would like to share with you information and useful resources to support our “ Meadows 
in the Moment” journal project which is very much underpinned by the Growth Mindset approach. We are 



currently developing resources for our website which will enable our families to reinforce this resilient 
approach in your conversations at home too.  
 

 
 
 

 Personal Possessions 

I would like to remind all our school community of the following: 
The storage of any personal property or possessions or, where pupils bring in personal property or possessions onto the school premises it is at the pupil’s and parent’s 
own risk and the school will not be liable for any loss or damage to personal property or possessions.  
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