
 

 

 

School Improvement Review 2017-2018 

Priority 1:  To improve the attainment of all pupils in Maths by developing their ability 

to fluently recall number facts.   

Summary 

At The Meadows, we strive for our children to be successful and proficient mathematicians. The 

reason for this is simple: Maths is all around us and we use it in our everyday lives. We use maths 

when we are baking, when shopping, whilst driving, when solving problems. We use maths when we are 

drawing, when building, whilst waiting for the bus and when going on holiday. We even use maths when 

we don’t even realise it. Therefore it is essential that we enable our children to be successful in this 

subject.  

 

According the ‘The National Curriculum’, successful mathematicians: 

 Solve problems. 

 Fluently recall facts and have the ability to apply this knowledge rapidly and accurately.  

 Reason mathematically and justify their answers.  

 

In order for a child to be successful (either personally or academically) they must practise. This is 

true of any mathematician. Frequent practise will enable children to have a secure understanding and 

enable them to recall facts quickly and fluently so that they can apply them in many different 

contexts.  

 

This year we have made many new changes within our Maths curriculum in order to enable children to 

be successful and fluent mathematicians. One of the main changes has been the introduction of 20 

minute daily FUN Maths sessions which stands for Fluency and Understanding in Number. The aim of 

these sessions was to enable children to practise number facts in order to improve the speed of their 

recall. We truly believe that over learning number facts will also enable our children to be secure 

enough to apply their knowledge in a range of contexts.  

FUN Maths takes place before the maths lesson. The sessions involve singing and chanting number 

facts, playing games involving number facts as well as the opportunity to solve problems and apply 

their knowledge when calculating. In order to cater for the additional Maths sessions, we have had to 

reorganise the school day, particularly the time when assemblies occur.  

We have also promoted the recall of Maths facts by sending home key facts to learn each week 

throughout the whole school. These facts are related to the pupils’ milestone of learning and are thus 

progressive throughout the whole school. The reason for this aspect of home learning is because we 

recognise that it will help children to become more fluent. When pupils are able to recall number 

facts with speed, they are then able to apply them in many different contexts such as when 

calculating or problem solving.  



We have also: 

 Provided pupils with increased opportunities to calculate and solve problems in a range of 

contexts and subjects.  

 Purchased new resources to support pupils to develop pupils’ fluency and understanding for 

example, Doodle Maths. 

 Invited parents in for workshops where they can share in their learning of their child and be 

aware of the expectations upon them.  

 Shared pupils’ learning and resources used (e.g. times tables songs) with parents on our school 

website to aid home learning.  

 

The impact of FUN Maths has been exceptionally positive. Pupils have demonstrated significant 

improvement in their recall of number facts. This as been demonstrated in end of term FUN Maths 

test scores, which show considerable development since the start of the last academic year. This is 

supported by evidence in books, through pupil voice and through learning walks. When pupils in Y2 

were moderated in the summer term by an external moderator, their books were deemed to be 

exemplary. SATs results have also shown a significant improvement in the pupils’ recall of number 

facts and their application when calculating. The scores for the arithmetic paper in Y6 SATS have 

increased sharply and this has led to an increase in pupil attainment.  

 

In addition, all pupil voice, both formal and informal, has been exceptionally positive about FUN 

Maths. Pupils are exceptionally engaged during their sessions and frequently demonstrate enthusiasm 

towards learning Maths in different ways. Their positive attitudes towards Maths have been praised 

by visitors we have had during the course of the year, particularly from our Shaw Education Trust 

family.  

Whilst we recognise the progress we have made over the past 12 months, we also realise that we are 

still on our journey to improve maths in our school. This year we will continue to fully embed FUN 

Maths into all year groups. We are also developing our good practice so that we are able to promote 

deeper understanding through the use of the concrete, pictorial and abstract approach to Maths. We 

have purchase a new scheme of learning called ‘Power Maths’ in order to help us. This scheme is based 

upon extensive research into maths teaching around the world, particularly Singapore. We believe 

that by using the CPA approach, using a range of resources to support learning, pupils will gain a 

firmer understanding of concepts in order to master abstract ideas more quickly.  

Over the course of the new academic year, we look forward to sharing this new approach to learning 

and these new resources with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


