
 

  
As this is the first Newsletter of the year, I would firstly like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our families a Happy New Year. The Christmas holidays of course do now seem a distant 
memory.  The children have certainly settled back into their routines and have returned 
refreshed and eager to learn.  

 
We have added lots of events to our calendar. Please do take a note of the trips and meetings 
that involve your child. We shall send out further details of the class trips via ParentMail as 
usual. 
 
At this time of year we do find ourselves worrying about the winter weather. Local media 
often reports predictions of large amounts of snow and very low temperatures. Thankfully 
this usually turns out to be greatly exaggerated.  

 
Despite the wintry conditions we experienced last winter, we were one of the 
very few schools in the area who managed to stay open throughout. This is most 
certainly one of those occasions where it is impossible to please all the people, 

all of the time. Such decisions are made with the information that is known at that given time 
and are always made with the best interests of the children at heart. Whilst a very early 
decision makes it easier for everyone, I can only make an informed decision when I know the 
facts e.g. Number of staff expected to arrive at school on time, the weather forecast, 
condition of the roads /school site and if we will be able to source our cooked lunches. Our 
lunches are now brought in from Seabridge Primary School and should they be unable to 
open, we would not be able to provide any lunches. In this case we would ask that you 
provide a packed lunch for your child. Again I can only communicate this information to you 
once I hear from Seabridge. The Meadows will remain open if at all possible and we do adjust 
the close of the Registers to allow families additional time to travel to school when conditions 
are difficult. We would therefore expect all children to attend and absence would not be 
authorised. 
We will communicate any closure or alternative arrangements via text. Our office is not 
manned until 8:30am so telephoning the school is not advised. 
 

 Attendance 
The term dates for this academic year and 2019-2020 can be viewed on the website and as 
always paper copies are available from the office. I urge you to take note of the dates before 
you book holidays in advance, as holidays during term time will not be authorised and are 
highly likely to incur a Penalty Notice issued by the LA. 
 
Please note that where it is suspected that a holiday has been taken, even though parents 
have communicated to school that a child is poorly, further action will be taken which would 

lead to unauthorised attendance being recorded. It is most unfair to put such pressure on a child, as when they return to 
school they struggle to maintain the dishonesty.  
 
Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Our clubs have now started and as always they have proven to be very popular. Our booking system ran very smoothly 
this time and ensured fairness to all children.  It is delightful to see so many of our pupils joining in activities and enjoying 
school so much that  they want to spend even longer here. My sincere thanks to all the staff who give their time so 
willingly and provide such a wide variety of activities. Considering the size of our school, the choice is fabulous. A polite 
request that such clubs are not viewed as childcare. All clubs finish at 4:30pm and children are unable to be collected 
before this time as it disrupts the session and an additional member of staff is required to oversee the collection.  
 

Curriculum Information 
The class teachers have updated their class pages on the website with an overview of the learning content this term. 
Please do take a look, so you can share with your child the topics this term. 
 
 

Forthcoming dates 
Please do check the 
website regularly  
Monday 
28th 
January  

Y6 SATS 
Parents’ 
Meeting 3pm 

Wednesday 
30th 
January  

French Trip 
Meeting 
3:30pm 

Friday 1st 
February  

NSPCC Number 
Day Non-
Uniform 

Monday 
18th 
February to 
Friday 22nd  

Half Term 
Holiday 

Monday/ 
Tuesday 
25th/26th 
February  

Bikeability Y5 

Thursday 
28th 
February  

Classes 3 and 4 
Trip to Crewe 
Lyceum 
Tom Gates 

Monday 4th 
March  

Pupil Progress 
meetings with 
Parents/ 
Carers 

Monday  
11th March  

France 
Residential 

Monday 
25th March  

Y2 SATS 
Parents’ 
Meeting 3pm 

Wednesday 
27th March  

Classes  1 and 
2 Trip to  
Etruria 
Museum 

Friday 29th 
March  

INSET day 
School closed 
to pupils 

Monday 
15th April to 
Friday 26th 
April  

Easter 
Holidays 

Monday 6th 
May  

Bank Holiday 
School Closed 

Monday 
13th May to 
Thursday 
16th May  

SATS Y6 
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PE Timetable 
It has been necessary to review the timetable this term to avoid Class 2 having both swimming and PE on the same day. 
Therefore the timetable is as follows: 
Class 1 Thursday  All children need a warm coat 

and leggings/jogging trousers 
for outdoor PE.  

Class 2 – 
(including 
all Y1s)  

Swimming Thursday and Friday  

Class 3 Wednesday afternoon (Madeley School) and Friday 
Class 4 Wednesday afternoon (Madeley School) and Thursday 
 

Mobile Phones 
Up until now, we have managed to escape the issue of children bringing phones into school.  However this week, I have 
been shocked at just how many are coming into school. I urge all parents to think very carefully about their decision to 
allow their child to bring a phone to school. They are such an expensive item that can very easily get broken or lost.  They 
also do bring a safeguarding risk into the school gates. If you feel that your child has an exceptional reason for needing 
their phone on the journey to or from school, then your child MUST store their phone in the school office at all times 
during the day. They will not be permitted to check their phones at all. The school is unable to accept any responsibility 
for loss or damage whatsoever even when they are stored in the office.  

 
Online Safety 
Informing our children about the enormous possibilities and opportunities of the digital world is a key priority for the 
school. However all children need to be educated and continually reminded about the risks and how they need to 
manage these with the support of adults. This academic year we have relaunched our online safety curriculum with new 
resources and fresh ideas. We are highly aware that parents and carers play an integral part in keeping children safe, so 
we would like to involve you in developing a forthcoming workshop. Please could you spare a few moments to complete 
a survey so we understand what the priorities are for parents? Thank you for your support and involvement. The link will 
be emailed to you.  
 
 

On Friday 1st February, we will be participating in the NSPCC National Number day, alongside other 
schools in our trust and across the country. The purpose of the day will be to enjoy the magic of 
Maths, as well as to raise funds for the NSPCC.  
 
To do this, we would like the children to bring in a donation of £1 as well as to come into school 
wearing an item of clothing (or an accessory) that has numbers on it. It could be a football shirt with a 
team number on it, or a hat with a number on it. The more numbers, the better! Alternatively their 

own choice of clothes will be fine.  
 
We will also be holding a Maths themed cake sale during the day. Donations of cakes would be really appreciated. 
 
During the day, the children will have the opportunity to create their own Fun Maths number game, which will be on sale 
at the end of the day for the cost of £1.50.  
 
All money raised will be given to the NSPCC, an important charity who work tirelessly to protect children and change 
childhoods -  a truly worthwhile cause that is close to all of our hearts. As a result, we would like to raise as much money 
as possible. Thank you  
  
 

 
Personal Possessions 
I would like to remind all our school community of the following: 
The storage of any personal property or possessions or, where pupils bring in personal property or possessions onto the school premises it is at the 
pupil’s and parent’s own risk and the school will not be liable for any loss or damage to personal property or possessions.  

Mrs Procter 
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